NEWS RELEASE 6 November 2009

Keeping Children Safe On The Farm

Health and Safety Minister Arlene Foster launched the 2010 “Be Aware Kids”

Child Safety on Farms calendar in Enniskillen today.

The “Be Aware Kids” Campaign, launched by the Health and Safety Executive
for Northern Ireland (HSENI) in 2004, is an awareness initiative aimed at
farmers, farm families, teachers, agricultural contractors and suppliers in a bid
to eliminate fatal child incidents on farms and make them safer places where

children can live and play.

Chosen from over 350 entries, the calendar features twelve winning images
from the 2009 “Be Aware Kids” Child Safety on Farms primary school poster

competition.

The Minister addressed pupils, parents and teachers from across Northern

Ireland during the launch event in the Clinton Centre, Enniskillen.

She said: “Farms are not only places of work but they are home to many
families and children across Northern Ireland. Whilst farms are
extremely enjoyable places for children to grow up on, they can also be

extremely dangerous.

In the decade preceding the launch of the “Be Aware Kids” Campaign,
16 children died in farm-related incidents. Between 2005 and 2008,
thankfully there were no child deaths, however, tragically, this year there
have been two fatal incidents involving children on farms. These are
tragic reminders to us all that there can be no room for complacency

and that the safety of our children must be a top priority.
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We must therefore make every attempt to protect our children from farm

dangers. The “Be Aware Kids” Child Safety on Farms Campaign helps to

educate children about such hazards.

This calendar, which uses images produced by children, is being sent to
every farm with children of primary school age across Northern Ireland
to promote key safety messages and to help ensure these are

communicated in afun and engaging way.”

Crosby Cleland, HSENI Board member, said: ”We want to make sure that
child safety is on everyone’s mind within the farming community and
that all play their part in protecting children from the many hazards on
farms. The superb posters which form the basis of the calendar very
graphically show the main dangers to children on farms and the
calendar will be a timely and effective reminder for everyone in the

farming industry.”

The top twelve winning entries in the poster competition can be viewed on

HSENI's website www.hseni.gov.uk and 16,500 calendars will be distributed

across the farming community.
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Notes to Editors:

1. The “Be Aware Kids” Child Safety on Farms Campaign was launched
by the Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland (HSENI) in
2004.

2. HSENI (The Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland) is an
Executive Non-Departmental Public Body, sponsored by the
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment.

3. For media enquiries, please contact DETI Press Office on 028 9052
9297. Out of office hours, please contact the Duty Press Officer via
pager number 07699 715 440 and your call will be returned.



