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TheApproved Code ofPractice 

This Approved Code ofPracticehasbeen approved by the Healthand 

SafetyCommission withthe consentofthe Secretary ofState.It gives 
practical advice onhow to comply with the law. Ifyou followthe advice 
you will be doingenoughto comply with the law in respect ofthose specific 
matters on which the Approved Code ofPractice givesadvice.You mayuse 
alternative methods tothose setout inthe Approved Code ofPractice in 
order to comply with the law. 

However,the Approved Codeof Practice has a special legal status. Ifyou 
are prosecuted for breach ofhealthand safetylaw, andit is proved that you 
did notfollow the relevant provisions ofthe Approved Code ofPractice, you 
will need to show that you have complied withthe law insome otherwayor 
a courtwill find you atfault. 
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Notice of By virtue of section 16(1) of the Healthand Safety atWorketc Act 1974, and 

A 1 
with the consent of the Secretary ofState for Environment, Transportand the 

pprova Regions, the Health and Safety Commission has on 10 December 1997 

approved the Code ofPractice entitled Media divingprojects. 

The Code ofPractice is approved for the purposes of providing practical 
guidance with respect to the requirements ofthe Diving atWorkRegulations 
1997 (SI 1997 No 2776) andwithrespect to regulation 3 ofthe Management
of Health and Safety at WorkRegulations 1992 (SI 1992 No 2051). The 
Code of Practice comes into force on 1 April 1998. 

Reference in this Code ofPractice to another documentdoesnot imply 
approvalbyHSC of that documentexcept to the extentnecessary to give 
effect to this Code ofPractice. 

Signed 

ROSEMARY BANNER 
Secretary to the Health andSafety Commission 

19 January 1998 
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Preface This publication contains the Approved Code of Practice (ACOP) and 
additional guidance formediadiving projects, together with the relevant 
regulations from the Diving at WorkRegulations 1997. The full text of the 
Regulations (SI 1997 No 2776) is availablefrom the Stationery Office. 

For convenience,the full text ofthe Regulations is included in italic type, with 
the accompanyingACOP inboldtype. 
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Introduction Explanation and intentionofthe Approved Code 
and scope ofPractice 

1 ThisApproved Code ofPractice (ACOP) (referred to as the Code)gives 
advice on meeting the requirements ofthe Diving at WorkRegulations 1997 
(referred toin this Code as the Diving Regulations)for media diving projects.
Inparticular, the Codegives advice on how to comply withthose Regulations
that are setout in general terms. 

2 Itshouldnot be assumed thatcompliance with the Diving Regulations 
means that all aspects of the law are being complied with. The requirements of 
other legislationmay also need to be fulfilled. 

Health and safety legislation 

3 Thebasis ofhealthand safetylaw in Great Britain is the Healthand 
SafetyatWorketc Act 1974 (the HSW Act). TheHSW Act sets outthe 
general duties that employers and the self-employedhavetowards employees 
and members ofthe public, and the duties thatemployees have to themselves 
and to eachother. Someofthese duties are qualified inthe HSWActby the 
principle ofsofarasis reasonably practicable. This requires all reasonable 
precautions tobe takento remove the risk ofharm. 

4 Regulations are law, approved by Parliament. These are usually made 
underthe HSWActfollowingproposals from the HealthandSafety 
Commission (HSC). Regulationssetout specificactionthatmust be taken. 

Scope and areas covered bythe Code 

5 This Code applies to all mediadivers and mediadiving projects. 

6 The term 'mediadiver' includes: stuntpeople, journalists, presenters, 
photographers, cameraoperators and sound and lightingtechnicians and the 
unit crew requiredtodive in support ofunderwater mediawork. For further 
information see section 'Divers'. 

7 The term does not include divers used in the preparation ofunderwater 
locations that require engineering and construction skillsor the handling or 
use ofexplosives.This wouldbe covered bythe Inshore Code. 

8 The Code also applies to allmediadivingprojects within the United 
Kingdom waters adjacentto Great Britain (generally 12 nautical miles from 
the low waterline). 

Who wrote the Code and how itwasagreed 

9 A workingparty ofmediaauthors worked with the Healthand Safety 
Executive (HSE) toproducethe draft Code.Adraft of this Code was 

published byHSC inJuly 1996 for public consultation. 

Updating arrangements 

10 There will beregular meetings between HSE, the media authorsand 
other parties in the industry to discuss the currentsuitability ofthe Code. 
When technology, industry standards or practices change, consideration will 
be given to amending the Code.All amendments will be the subject offormal 
public consultation. 
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The other divingCodes 

11 Thereare fourother Codes covering diving atwork: 

(a) Scientificand archaeologicaldivingprojects (ISBN0 7176 1498 0); 

(b) Recreational divingprojects (ISBN 0 7176 1496 4); 

(c) Commercial diving projects offshore (ISBN 0 7176 1494 8); and 

(d) Commercial diving projects inlandlinshore (ISBN 0 7176 1495 6). 

12 Each ofthese Codeshas been drafted by HSE with the help ofthe 
industry associationsfor that sector and covers standards andpractices that 
are relevant to its particular areaofdiving. 
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Regulation 2 

Regulation
2(1) 

Guide 

2(1) 

Regulation 
2(1) 

Guide 

2(1) 

Definitions in the Regulations 

(1) "diver" means aperson at work who dives; 

13 'Atwork' means as an employee or as a self-employedperson. The phrase 
covers diverswho dive as part oftheirduties as anemployee and divers who are 
inbusiness ontheir own account duringthe timethattheydevote themselvesto 
work as a self-employeddiver. Diving doesnot have to be the mainwork 
activityofthe employeeor the self-employedperson. For example, amedia 
diver could be ajournalist, camera operator, or stuntperson. TheDiving 
Regulationsapply to any divingprojectwhere atleastone diver is at work. 

(2) For thepurposes ofthese Regulations aperson "dives"if-

(a) heenters -

(i) wateror anyotherliquid; or 

(ii) a chamberin which he is subjecttopressure greaterthan 
100 millibars aboveatmosphericpressure; and 

(b) in ordertosurviveinsuch anenvironment hebreathes in air or othergas
atapressure greaterthan atmosphericpressure. 

14 Environments such as scientificclean rooms or submersible craft subject
to aninternalpressureofless than 100 millibars above local ambient 
atmospheric pressure are not covered by the Diving Regulations. 

(1) "divingproject" means any activity,made up ofone ormore diving 
operations, inwhichatleastone person takespart orwilltakepart as a diverand 
extendsfrom the time whenthatperson, or thefirstsuchperson, commencesto 
prepare to dive untilthatperson, or thelastsuch person, has left thewater, chamber 
orotherenvironment in which the dive, orany part ofthe dive, took place andhas 
completedany requisitedecompressionprocedures, including, where it may be 
reasonably anticipatedthatthis will be needed, any therapeutic recompression; 

15 'Diving project'is the term usedforthe overall divingjob - whetherit 
lasts two hours or two months. Itcan bemadeup ofone or morediving 
operations. 

16 Anumber ofdiving projects couldtakeplace on one site atthe same 
time. Eachofthese projects could be separate from the others,and eachcould 
have a separate divingcontractor in charge. 

17 The divingprojectwill finish whenthe diving contractor has ensured that 
every diver has been safelyrecompressed. 

(1) "divingoperation"meansa divingoperation identified in the diving 
projectplanpursuant to regulation 8(3); 

18 'Divingoperations' can bemadeup ofeitheranumberof dives or, 
sometimes, asingle dive. Adiving operation should be that portionofa diving 
project identified in the divingprojectplan which one supervisor can safely 
supervise. One supervisor mustbe appointed for each diving operation. 
19 The diving project plan should identify howthe divingprojectis broken 
down into diving operations andhow many supervisorswill beneeded. The 
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diving contractor should determine this after studying the risk assessment. 
Factors such as the task, site conditions and the diving technique will 
contribute to making this decision. For media diving projects, it is likely that 
each scene could be a separate operation. It is also a good idea to involve the 
supervisor or supervisors in the decision-making process. If a supervisor does 
not agree with the size or complexity of the portion of the diving project 
allocated to him or her to supervise, he or she should raise the matter with the 
diving contractor. Supervisors should not participate in a diving operation 
which they consider in their opinion to be unsafe because insufficient 
supervisors have been appointed or which they are not competent to supervise. 

(1) These Regulations shall apply to and in relation to any diving project 
apart from the following - 

5(1) 

(a) the care or treatment of patients in a hospital or other place, not under 
the control of the diving contractor, where emergency medical treatment is 

provided or in transit to such hospital or place where the means of transit 
is provided by or in respect of the hospital or other place; 

20 The use of hyperbaric chambers within diving projects is covered by 
these Regulations. However, those receiving hyperbaric treatment at a hospital 
or other place are outside the scope of the Diving Regulations. This is to avoid 
duplication of responsibilities when another authority is involved in the 
medical treatment of a diver. 

(1) No person at work shall dive in a diving project and no employer shall 

employ any person in such a project unless there is one person and one person only 
who is the diving contractor for that project. 

21 The term 'person' used to identify the diving contractor under this 
regulation means a person with legal identity such as an individual or a 
company and includes a body of people corporate or incorporate. 
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Regulation 4 
Regulation 

4 

ACOP 

4 

Clients and others 

Everypersonwho toanyextentis responsiblefor, has control overorisengaged ina 
divingproject orwhose acts oromissionscould adversely affect thehealth andsafety
ofpersons engaged in such aproject, shalltake such measures as it is reasonablefora 
person in his position to take toensure thatthese Regulations are compliedwith. 

22 There area number ofgroupsofpeople whose activitiescanhave 
aninvolvement with orimpact on the conductof amedia diving
projectand who thereforemay have responsibilities for ensuringthat 
theRegulations arecomplied with in relation tomatters under their 
control. 

23 Peoplewho mayhave dutiesunder this regulationwould include a 
customerforwhom thework is beingdelivered, for example event 
promoters,sponsors, publishers, agencies orfilm and video 
productioncompanies. Although these people may not be directly
involvedin the planningandorganisation ofthe diving projectthey
should: 

(a) take reasonable stepsto select a competentdivingcontractor in 
order to ensurethatthe diving contractoris able to comply with 
the Regulations; 

(b) providethedivingcontractorwith sufficient detailofthe content 
ofthe diving projectto allow itto be carried out safely; 

(c) highlightany known hazards ordifficulties which could affect the 
safetyofthe diving project, such as underwaterobstructions-
filmsets, props, etc; 

(d) ensurethat any equipmentoractivities under their controldo not 
affect the safetyofthedivingproject; 

(e) provideadequateresourcesto enable thedivingcontractor to 
perform his orherduties under the Diving Regulations; 

(1) co-operatewith the diving contractor,supervisor and others 
involved in the diving projectto enabletheir obligations under the 
Regulations to befulfilled. 

24 Other people who may have adutyunderthis regulation
would includetheowners ofdive site locationsandtheoperators
ofvesselsbeingusedas part ofthe diving project. 

25 Owners ofa dive site should: 

(a) highlight any known hazards ordifficulties which couldaffect the 
safety of those engaged in the diving project,such asunderwater 
obstructions, waterintakes or discharges orpossible 
contamination; 

(b) ensurethat any equipmentoractivities under theircontrol do not 
affect the safetyofthe divingproject. 
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ACOP 26 Operatorsofvessels used in adiving projectshould: 

(a) ensurethat any equipmentunder theircontroldoes not adversely 
affect the safetyofthedivingproject; 

(b) keepthedivingcontractor orsupervisorinformedof any changes
in circumstances which may affect thesafetyofthe diving project; 

(c) co-operate with the divingcontractor and supervisor to enable 
their obligations under the Regulations to befulfilled. 

27 The duty under this regulationalso extends todivingcontractors, 
supervisors, divers and to people indirectlyinvolvedin the diving 
project,suchascrane operators, lorry drivers,andmaintenance 
personnel. These people shouldensurethattheir tasksand the way 
they undertakethem do not affect the safetyofthe dive team. 
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Diving contractors 

Regulation 5 

Regulation (1) Nopersonatwork shall dive in a divingprojectand no employershall 
employ anypersoninsuch aprojectunless there isonepersonandone person only 
who is the divingcontractorfor that project. 

(2) The diving contractorshall, subjectto paragraph (3), betheperson who-

(a) is theemployerofthe diveror divers engaged in the divingproject; or 

(b) divesin thedivingproject as aself-employeddiver. 

(3) Where there is more thanonepersonfalling withinparagraph (2) those 

persons shalljointlyappoint inwritingbefore the commencementofthe divingproject 
_______________________ oneofthemselvestoactas divingcontractor. 

ACOP 28 Under the Regulations, there must be adivingcontractor for 
every divingproject.The divingcontractorwill be the employerofthe 
divers ora self-employed diver. 

29 In the majorityofmedia divingprojects under this Code, itis 
likely thatthe diving contractorwill be a specialist contractedbythe 
client,ie thefilm productioncompany, to take forward the diving 
project. The diving contractor will be responsible for engaging all the 
divers. The divingcontractormust be satisfied thatheor she will be 
ableto comply with the diving contractor'sduties under the Diving 
Regulations. 

30 In some situationsthe employerofthedivers,ie a film production 
company, may wish to act as the diving contractor,therebytaking on 
the relevantlegal responsibilities. A suitable personwith expertise in 
diving matters couldbe instructedto discharge some 01* the specialist
dutieson behalfof the company. The personinstructedto carry out 
these dutiesmust be competentto performthem. 

31 'Competence'means havinga combination oftraining, knowledge
and experience which enables aperson to dothejob required in asafe 
manner. Evidence ofpastexperience in organising a diving projectin a 
safeand effective manner and appropriatequalifications would be 
ways ofdemonstratingcompetence. The person selected will alsoneed 
the authorityand resourcesto effectivelydischarge these duties. The 
dutieswill remain with the employercompany which must be satisfied 
thattheperson selected will be abletoperform the dutieson itsbehalf 
withoutrisk to themselves orthedive team. 

32 Ifthere isa groupofself-employed divers taking part in the 
project,they should jointlyagreeandnominate,in writing,one ofthe 
groupto accepttherole and responsibilities as divingcontractor for 
the project.Thisperson must be competentto performthe dutiesof 
the diving contractor.This appointmentmust be recordedin writing. 

*Thedutytoappoint asupervisoratregulation 6(2)(b)ispersonal tothediving 
contractor. 
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(1) The divingcontractor shallensure, so faras is reasonablypracticable, 
that the divingproject isplanned, managedandconductedin a manner which 
protects the health andsafety ofallpersons takingpart in that project. 

(2) The divingcontractor shall-

(b) before thecommencementofany divingoperation -

(:) appointapersonto supervise that operation in accordance with 
regulation 9; 

(ii) make a written record ofthat appointment; and 

(iii) ensure thattheperson appointed issupplied witha copy ofany part 
ofthe divingprojectplan which relates to thatoperation; 

(c) as soon aspossibleafter theappointment ofa supervisor,providethat 
supervisor with a written recordofhis appointment. 

(3) The divingcontractor shall-

(d) ensure, sofar as reasonablypracticable, that any person takingpart in 
thedivingproject complieswith the requirementsandprohibitions 
imposedon him by or under the relevant statutolyprovisions and 
observes theprovisions ofthedivingprojectplan; 

(e) ensure that a record containing the requiredparticularsis keptfor each 

divingoperation; 

33 The diving contractorhas overall responsibility for the safety of 
the diving project. This will includeensuringthat: 

(a) a suitablerisk assessment and diving projectplan havebeen 
prepared which identify thenumber ofsupervisors, divers and 
equipmentneeded (see section 'Divingprojectplan and risk 
assessment'); 

(b) the size and abilities of the dive team are sufficient to enable the 
diving projecttobe carried out safely (seesection 'Diveteams 
andassociatedworking practice'); 

(c) theplacefrom which the diving isto be carried out is suitableand 
safe; 

(d) supervisors are appointedinwriting(this must bedoneby the 
diving contractor)for the diving operationwhichthey areto 
superviseand are supplied with copies oftheir formal 
appointmentand the part ofthe divingprojectplan relevantto 
their operation; 

(e) a sufficient number ofsuitably qualified personnelare usedand 
are competentto undertaketheduties assigned to them (see
sections'Supervisors'and 'Divers'); 

(1) theteam ismedicallyfit to dive (see section 'Medical checks'); 
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ACOP (g) the supervisoranddive team are fully briefedon the projectand 
awareof the contents ofthe diving projectplan; 

(h) suitableplantandequipmentareprovided and areproperly
maintained (see sections'Divingplant' and 'Maintenance of 
diving plant'); 

(i) adequatearrangementsexist for emergencies, includingfirstaid 
and medicaltreatment (seesection 'Dive teams and associated 
working practice'); 

(j) an up-to-daterecord is keptforeach diving operation; 

6(l),(2.(3)(d).(e) (k) all other relevant regulations are complied with. 

RegUtation 
(1) Noperson shallact as a divingcontractor unless theparticularslisted in 

Schedule 1 have been supplied in writingto the Executive by orin respectofthat 
person. 

(2) Wherethere is a change in any oftheparticularssupplied under 

paragraph (1) thedivingcontractor shall ensure thatdetails ofthechangeare 
_____ forthwith supplied inwriting to the Executive. 

ACOP 34 Anypersonwho wishes to become a diving contractor must 
provideHSEwith informationregardinghis orheridentityandwhere 
he or she canbe contacted.The diving contractoris alsorequired to 
informHSE ofany subsequentchangesto these details.Fulldetails 
requiredare set out in Schedule 1 to the Diving Regulations. HSEwill 

i(1),(2) acknowledgereceiptofsuch information. 
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Diving projectplan and risk assessment 

(2) The divingcontractor shall-

(a) ensure that, before the commencementofthe divingproject, a diving 
projectplan ispreparedin respectof that project in accordance with 

regulation 8andthattheplan is thereafter updatedas necessaryduring
thecontinuance oftheproject; 

(1) The divingprojectplan shallbe based on an assessmentofthe risks to the 
health andsafety ofanyperson takingpart in thedivingproject and shallconsist of 
a record ofthe outcomeoftheplanningcarriedoutin accordance with regulation 
6(1) including all such information and instructions as are necessaiy to give advice 
to andto regulate thebehaviourofthose so takingpart toensure, so far as is 
reasonablypracticable, theirhealth andsafety. 

(3) The divingprojectplan shallidentify each divingoperation which makes 

up the divingproject andthenature andsizeofany divingoperation so identified 
shall besuchthat itcan be safely supervised by one person. 

35 The diving contractorisresponsible for ensuringthatbeforethe 
start ofthe divingprojecta suitable risk assessmentanddiving project 
plan have beenprepared. Thedivingcontractor maytake onthe task 
ofpreparingthediveplan oraskthe supervisorto prepare one. Inany
eventthedivingcontractor must checkthata diving projectplan has 
been prepared and completed in advancefor each diving projectand is 
suitable and sufficient for each diving projectunder his or her 
responsibility. 

36 The diving projectplan mayrefer toinformationfrom the diving
contractor'sown generic diving rules. This standardinformation 
should be supplementedwitha site-specific risk assessment,detailing 
any special precautions orproceduresnecessary to reduce risks and 
listingspecific emergency actions andcontacts (ie the coastguard).
Areconnaissance ofthe site is thebestway tomakethe site-specific
plan and assess the risks.A copy oftheparts ofthe diving projectplan
relevantto hisor her diving operationshould be provided to the 
supervisor. Both the risk assessmentand the divingprojectplan
should be documented. 

37 The diving projectplan should specificallyidentify how the diving
projectis brokendown into individual operationswhichcanbe safely 
supervised byone person.When makingthis decision thediving
contractorshould take into accountthe size and nature of the diving 
project. 

38 The diving contractorshouldcheckthatthe diversare competent
to dive to the depthrequiredby the diving projectplan. 

Risk assessment 

39 When preparing the risk assessment and evaluating the dive site,
the followingshouldbetakenintoaccount: 
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ACOP (a) waterconditions including wave motion, movement, temperature
and visibility; 

(b) access to and from thewater/boat/platform; 

(c) trappingandsnagging hazards; 

(d) removalof the diverfrom thewater in an emergency; 

(e) bottom conditions and hazards; 

(f) theuse of performingartists in the projectwith no, orlimited 
divingexperience, andwhatadditionalsafety precautions might
be needed; 

(g) themethodchosen forthe dive, ie surface-supplyor SCUBAand 
the safety reasons forthe choice; 

(h) the type and quantityofbreathinggasneeded; 

(i) the type ofdivingandadditionalspecialist equipmentbeingused,
inparticular theuseofequipmentoperatedbyor carrying 
electricity and equipmentforvisualeffects; 

(j) weather conditions; 

(k) depth and planneddurationofthedive; 

(I) abilityofsurfacecoverboat to stayonstation; 

(m) overhead restrictionspreventing direct ascent to the surface; 

(n) whetherornot safety lines arebeingused; 

(o) theneed to use appropriatelycompetent,experienced andhighly 
qualified diversinorder to reduce the risk to thediveteam. 

40 Thisisnot a complete list ofallhazards and measuresneeded to 
controlrisks.An appraisalofthehazards at a specific dive sitewill 
identifythe fullextent ofthe safeguards neededto protectthe safetyof 
thediveteam. 

41 Asamatter ofsafeworking practice, the supervisorshouldkeep
the site-specific risk assessment under review to ensurethatit is 
adequate anddoes not need to be revised. 

42 Itis important that the diving contractorexchanges information 
withtheproductionteam on the risk assessment and appropriate
control measures. 

43 Arisk assessmentmadeunderthese Regulations will coverinpart
the obligation to makean assessment under theManagementofHealth 
and Safety at Work Regulations 1992 (MHSWR).There will be noneed 
to repeat those aspectsofthe assessment, solongas they remainvalid,
in any other assessment that the diving contractorcarries out. 
However, the diving contractor will need to ensurethat all significant
risks not covered by the diving project assessment (including risks to 
members ofthe public arisingfrom the diving project/diving activities) 
are covered bythe risk assessment carried out under the MHSWR (or
in any assessmentrequired to be carried out under other specific

6(2)(a), 8(1),(3) regulations). 
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Decompression procedures 

44 Decompression procedures(includingthe use ofa decompression 
computer)should be appropriatefor the type of diving technique
undertakenand theiruse includedin the diving projectplan. For 
surface-orientateddiving, decompression proceduresshouldbe 
consultedto determinewhetherthe dive requires 'in-water' 
decompression. All decompression proceduresshould be designed to 
take intoaccountthe risks ofa particular type ofdive and should 
includethevariousrules and proceduresneeded inorder to reduce the 
risk ofdecompression illness. 
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Dive teams andassociated workingpractice 

R (3) The divingcontractor shall-

(a) ensure that there are sufficientpeople with suitable competencetocarry 
outsafely and withoutriskto health both the divingproject andany
action (includingthegivingoffirst-aid) which may be necessaryin the 
eventof a reasonablyforeseeable emergencyconnected with thediving 
project; 

ACO1 45 The diving contractorshouldidentify the minimumsizeofteam 
fora safediving operationbased on the requirementsoftherisk 
assessment and diving projectplan. The team should be ofa sufficient 
sizeto comply with the risk assessment and the diving projectplan and 
to enable the diving operationtobe completed safely. 

46 Forsurface-supplydiving the followingguide indicatesa 
minimumteam size offour for benignconditions: clearwater, no 
excessive tide or current, no trappinghazard, easy entry andexit from 
the water,andwherethetask to beperformedis not arduous. 

Supervisor 

Tender Standby 
Diver 

47 The followingguide indicatesa minimumteam size ofthree for 
open water dives usingSCUBAinbenignconditions: clearwater, 
negligible tide or current, no trappinghazard, easy entry and exit from 
thewater, and where the tasktobe performedis not arduous. The dive 
team should be a supervisorand two divers working as abuddypair
capableofrendering assistance toeach otherin anemergency under 
water.An additionalperson on the surfaceisrecommendedto assistin 
lifting any injured diver out ofthe water. 

Supervisor 

Person on 
the surface 

Diver Buddy 

48 For each diving projectusingSCUBAwherethe diverisbeing
tendered on alifeline, the minimumteam size should be four: 

SupervisorVN 
6(3)(a) Diver 
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AtoP 49 Ifthe dive team is to includeperformingartists withoutan 
approveddivingqualification (seesection 'Divers'), thedivingproject 
plan shouldset out themeasuresrequired, includingwhat extra 
personnelmay be needed,to ensurethesafetyofthe divers andthe 
performers. 
50 Standby diversformedia diversshouldbe competentand 
qualified to the samelevel as the media diver in the divingtechniques 
being used inthe diving project. 
51 Divers who arebeingfilmed while carryingout their normal 
tasks,egarchaeologists or recreationalinstructors,shouldoperate 
under their appropriateCode. 

52 All the people who form part ofthe dive team must be competent 
to discharge their duties. HSEapprovescertain qualifications for 
diving under this Code which indicatethat aminimumlevel of 
competence has been assessed. Qualifications alonedo not always
demonstratefitness to undertakeatask. The diving contractorhas a 
duty to engage competentpeople, which may entailensuringthatthe 
diveteam'scompetence is verified and demonstrated. 

Poolsand tanks 

53 For diving intanks and poolsusingSCUBA,where the dive takes 
place in a clear pool or tank with no interference from other activities, 
no sceneryor set, the minimumteam sizecanbethree: 

(a) supervisoron the surface; 

(b) a diverin the water;and 

(c) a dedicated person on the surfacewho shouldbe at least a 
qualified lifesaver toassist inan emergency rescue. Thisperson
doesnot have to bea qualified diver but they should be familiar 
with the diving projectplan and arrangementsfor obtaining
assistancein an emergency. He orshe should not leave the dive 
site while the operationis taking place. 

54 The risk assessment and diving projectplan must identify and 
record themeasuresneededto ensurethat the diving operationtakes 
placewithoutrisk to those takingpart andin particular take accountof 
the depth ofthepooior tank and the foreseeable diving-related 
emergencies. It should cover how adiver,ifinjuredor unconscious, 
canbe lifted fromthewaterbeforehelp arrivesandhow helpcanbe 
summonedwithoutdelaying assistanceto the diver. 

First-aidtraining andcompetencies 

55 The diving contractor is responsible for ensuringthat sufficient 
and competentpersonnel trained in firstaidare usedinthe diving 
project.A number ofmembers ofthe dive team shouldbetrained in 
first-aidprovision.The risk assessment should identify thefirst-aid 
equipmentneeded and which divers are trained to use it. 

56 The risk assessment should take into accountthe type ofdiving 
takingplace, the size ofthe team and the distanceofthe dive site from 
the emergency services. Itis sensible to have more than one person in 
the team qualified in first aid incase thatpersonbecomes injured.

6(3)(a) Those who are qualified should not hold other important dutieswhich 
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ACOP couldconifict withtheneed to administerfirst aid in anemergency. 
57 Those identifiedinthe dive team as being qualified to give first 
aid should be able to: 

(a) recognise symptoms ofdecompression illnessand provide
appropriatefirst aid treatmentprior to and during transfer to a 
decompression facility; 

(b) administeroxygento an unconscious patient; 

(c) performresuscitationusingthetechniques ofartificial ventilation 
(AV) and externalcardiac compression (ECC); 

(d) recognise the symptoms of shock and provideappropriatefirst-aid 
treatment; 

(e) administer appropriatefirst-aidtreatment forburns, bleeding
andbrokenbones. 

58 There are situationswhere some membersofthe dive team should 
have additional traininginfirst aid. Theneed for additional training 
may arise where remotenessfromlocal emergency medicalservices 
meansthere is aneed to maintainlifeuntiltheemergency medical 
services areable to assumeresponsibility; or where thediver requiring
first aidisinsideahyperbaric compression chamber and medical 
assistance cannotbeprovided bynormal emergency medicalservices. 
TheHealth and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981 Approved Code of 
Practicesets out additionaladvice forthose areas where special6(3)(a) additionaltrainingmay be necessary to coverlesscommonrisks. 
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Diving plant 

(3) Thediving contractor shall -

(b) ensure that suitable andsufficientplant is availablewhenever needed to 

carryoutsafely andwithoutrisk to health both the divingprojectand 
any action (includingthegivingoffirst-aid) which may be necessary in 
the event ofa reasonablyforeseeableemergencyconnected with the diving 
project; 

59 The equipmentnecessary toperformthe dive safely and without 
risk to health dependsonthetype and locationofthe dive and should 
be setout in thedivingprojectplan. 

60 The minimum equipmentforeach diver usingSCUBAincludes: 

(a) breathinggas cylinder(s), cylindervalve(s) and manifold(if 
required); 

(b) demandregulator (pressurereducer/firststage and demand 
valve/second stage),which maybe combined with afullface mask 
orhelmet, and asubmersiblecylinderpressure gauge; 

(c) halfmask, full facemask orhelmet; 

(d) appropriatealternativebreathinggas source/secondary life 
supportsystem; 

(e) fins; 

(1) effective cuttingtool; 

(g) protectivesuit suitable for the temperaturesinvolved; 

(h) fully independentSCUBAsetwhich should be used for non-
emergency 'buddy breathing' such as whengiving air to an artist 
or a stunt person; 

(i) quick-release weight belt orother meansofproviding positive 
buoyancy in an emergency. 

61 Theminimum equipmentfor surface-supplied diving includes: 

(a) surfacesupply paneland supply hoses (ifusingatwo-diver supply 
panel,a failureofthe supply to one ofthedivers must not affect 
the supply to the second diver); 

(b) second gassupply source; 

(c) helmetor full face mask; 

(d) appropriateprotective suit suitablefor the temperaturesinvolved; 

(e) bail-outsystem; 

(1) quick-release weightbelt or other means ofproviding positive 
buoyancy in anemergency. 

62 Specially adaptedequipmentand alternativesafety procedures 
maybe necessary in some circumstances such as stunt diving. 
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63 Forany free swimming dive the diver should havesuitable 
auxiliary buoyancy, for example an adjustable buoyancy life or 
stabilisingjacket,capableof fully independentemergency inflation and 
protectedagainst overinflation, with anothermethodto give positive
buoyancy. Devices to determinethemaximumdepth achieved and the 
durationofthe dive should be provided. 

64 Ropes suitable forrescue should beprovidedforthedive team. 

65 For dives deeper than 18 metres,the secondary life support 
system should be an independentSCUBAset with sufficient capacity
to reach the surface,includingany decompression stops ora fully
redundantsecondary lifesupport system. 

66 Any specially adapted equipmentshouldbetested bya competent 
person before thedive, and verifiedas safeby a competentperson and 
any necessaryinstructionand informationprovidedto the supervisor
anddiversbeforeequipmentisused. 

67 When usingSCUBA with increasedlengthsofintermediatehose,
the equipmentmanufacturershould be contactedto establishwhatthe 
relationshipshould be between the maximumlength hose and internal 
diameter. 

68 Where thereis a foreseeable risk ofdrowning, lifejackets and 
buoyancy aidsshouldbe available for, and where appropriatewornby,
the dive team unless their diving equipmentis a suitable substitute. 

Communications 

69 Suitable equipmentshould be provided to enableeach diverto 
communicatewiththe supervisor, and whenworkingas a buddy pair,
for each diver to communicatewith each other. Voicecommunications 
should be considered forall projects and shouldonly be discounted if 
the risk assessment statesthatitwould be unsafeto use or in 
circumstances where it would not be suitable(ie stunt divers). 

70 Voice communications equipmentshould haveadequate wer 
suppliesto ensurethatlinks are not jeopardisedbypowerfailure. 

71 Ifboats are used, contactwiththe shoreparty byradio is 
essential.At any remotesite amobiletelephone should alsobe 
considered.Any battery-operatedradio ortelephone should have 
adequatereservebatteriesand be either waterresistant orprotected.
It should be testedbeforeand duringthe operation. 

Dealing withemergencies 

72 For each divingprojectthe risk assessment should include a 
suitablecasualty evacuation plan. This should include the emergency 
recovery ofacasualtyfrom the waterandhisor her transportationto 
ahyperbaricchamber or specialist treatmentcentre. The detailsofthe 
emergency arrangementsshould be recordedinthe diving project
plan. The initial stages ofthese arrangementsshould be tested 
periodically in order to ensurethatthey areeffective. 

73 A first-aidkit includinga suitableoxygen administrationsystem6(3)(b) should beprovidedatthe siteofthe dive. 
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AGO!' Availabilityofcompression chambers 

74 The diving contractor has a responsibility to ensure the provision
offacilities so that adiver canbe recompressedin an emergency, 
should this be necessary. Inall circumstances treatment should be 
given as soon as possible. The provision ofa compression chamber 
shouldbe in accordancewiththe decompression proceduresselected 
aspart ofthe diving projectplan. 

75 In addition,the followingadvice should be considered: 

(a) for dives with no plannedin-waterdecompression andthat are 
less than 10 metres thediving contractor should identifythe 
nearest suitable operationaltwo-person,two-compartment
chamber.Underno circumstances shouldthis be more than 
6 hourstraveffing distancefrom the dive site; 

(b) for dives over 10 and up to 50 metres with either: 

- no plannedin-waterdecompression; or 

- with plannedin-waterdecompression of up to 20 minutes, 

a suitable two-person,two-compartment chamber should be 
within2 hourstraveffing distanceofthe dive site; 

(c) for dives with plannedin-waterdecompression stops greaterthan 
20 minutesa suitable, operational,two-person, two-compartment
chambershould beprovided forimmediateuse atthesite ofthe 
diving project. Thediver should be able to leave thewater quickly
and easilyand bepressurisedwithinthechamber to the 
appropriaterecompression pressureas defined bythetime inthe 
decompression schedule beingused.The controlsofa surface 
compression chambershould onlybe operatedbypeople 
competent to do so. Suchcompetence will be achieved by a 
combination oftrainingand experience. The degree ofsupervision 
provided should reflectthe experience ofthe operator. 

76 The diving projectplan should demonstratethat inan emergency, 
where thecompressionchamber is not locatedon the site, a diverwill 
beable tobe transportedand recompressed to ensure,so farasis 
reasonablypracticable,his or her safety. 

77 Ifasituation ariseswherea diver mayneed hyperbarictreatment 
at achamber provided by anotherchamber owner, then provisionfor 
this should be made inthe diving projectplan. 

78 Ifthe diving contractoris responsible for transportingthe injured 
diverto ahospitalorother place, his or her dutywill continueuntil the 
diveris admitted to the hospitalorother place. 

79 Ifthe use ofany type ofhyperbarictransportationchamber is 
plannedforemergencies, the supervisor should be askedbeforethe 
startofthedivingoperationto ensurethattransfer ispossible between 
the transportationchamber and the main chamber.Inassessing both 
hyperbaric andnormobarictransfers to compressionfacilities, the 
supervisorshouldensurethatthereis asufficient supply ofoxygen

6(3)(b) available duringthe plannedduration ofthe transfer. 
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Regulation 6 
Regulation 

6(3)(c) 

ACOP 

6(3)(c) 

Maintenance ofdiving plant 

(3,) The diving contractor shall -

(c) ensurethat theplant madeavailableundersub-paragraph(b) is 
maintainedina safe working condition; 

80 Diving plant and equipmentis usedunder extremeconditions, 
including frequentimmersionin salt water.Itthereforerequires
regular inspection, maintenanceand testingto ensurethat it is fit for 
use, andnot damagedorsuffering from deterioration. 

81 In order to ensurethatthe equipmentismaintained,the diving
contractorshouldhave awrittenscheme ofequipmentmaintenance 
and inspection. All plant and equipmentshouldbe checked bya 
competentperson immediately beforeuse and this check enteredin 
the diving operationrecord (seeAnnex 1). 

82 Theequipmentmaintenanceschemeshould bebased uponthe 
manufacturers'recommendationsandbeinaccordancewith current 
international,Europeanor nationalstandards. 

83 Gascylinders should be maintainedandserviced to appropriate
highestinternational,Europeanornationalstandards.Breathing
valves should be serviced bya competentperson in accordancewith 
the manufacturer's instructions.Awritteninspectionandservicing
record should be kept. 

84 Any gas compressorsused shouldbe serviced by acompetent 
personin accordancewiththemanufacturer's instructions.Gaspurity
tests should be takenas recommended bythemanufactureranda 
record of the resultskept. 

85 Thedivingcontractor should askdivers usingtheir own diving 
equipmentto confirmthatithas been serviced in accordancewith the 
appropriateequipmentsupplier'sservice schedule and thatallthe 
cylinders have beentested for fitness-for-use inline with statutory 
requirementsunder other Regulations. Priorto thedive, this should 
be confirmedto the supervisorand recorded in thedivingoperation
recordforhisorher operation. 
86 Thedivingcontractor should alsoensure that beforethestart of 
the diving operation,divers will be asked to carryout apre-divevisual 
inspectionandcheckof their equipmentto ensurethatitisin a 
serviceable conditionandworking correctly. 

87 Where breathingandsimilar equipmentislikely to be shared, 
appropriatedisinfection proceduresshould be used. 
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Supervisors 

(1) Only one supervisor shall be appointed tosupervise a diving operation at 
any one time. 

Supervisor'sappointment 

88 A supervisor must beappointedin writingby the diving 
contractor.Ifa diving projectiscomplex ortakes place oversuch an 
area ortime-scalethat its operationcannotbesafely supervised by one 
supervisor,then theprojectshould be divided up and further 
supervisors should be appointedfor separate operations.Enough 
supervisors must beappointedto covertheentire diving project. 

89 Writtenappointmentsshould clearlydefinethe times and areas of 
controlofeach supervisor,and the name ofthe person appointedand 
supervising atany one time should be enteredin the diving operation
record. The supervisorshouldhave immediateoverriding controlofall 
safety aspectsofthe divingoperationforwhich he or she is appointed. 

90 During theperiodofappointment the supervisor should notleave 
the dive site ordive without formally handing over to anothersupervisor.
Thehand-over should be enteredinthe divingoperation record. 

91 Formedia diving, thepersonwho fulfils the function ofsupervisor
under these Regulations is often referredto as the diving safety officer. 

(2) Noperson shallbe appointed, orshallact, as a supervisor unless he is 
competent and, where appropriate, suitablyqualified to peiformthefunctionsof 
supervisor in respectofthedivingoperation which heis appointed to supervise. 

Supervisor'scompetency 

92 The supervisorshouldbesuitablyqualified and adequately
trained or experienced intheoperationalandsafetytechniques tobe 
used in the divingoperation. 

93 The supervisorshouldbea media diver (see section 'Divers') with 
sufficientexperience for the nature and type ofdive undertaken.For 
complex sets and featurefilm productions,the supervisorshouldhave 
additionalexperience ofdramatic productionsand sufficient authority 
overthewhole productionunit to ensure safety onthe drama 
set/location. 

(1) The supervisorshall, in respectofthediving operationforwhich he has 
been appointed assupervisor -

(a) ensure thatit is carriedout, sofaras is reasonablypracticable -

(i) without risk to thehealth andsafetyof all those takingpart in that 
operation andofother persons who may be affectedthereby; 

(b) before thecommencementoftheoperation, ensure that each person taking 
part is awareofthecontents ofthedivingprojectplan which relate to 
that operation; and 
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(c) enter in the divingoperation record theparticularsrequired by regulation 
6(4) during thecourse ofthe operation. 

Supervisor'sresponsibility 

94 The supervisorhas legal responsibility forthe safety ofthe diving
operationhe or sheis supervising andshouldbeon site, indirect 
controlofthe diving operationtaking place. This includes 
confirming that: 

(a) theproposeddive siteandthewater andweatherconditions are 
suitable; 

(b) therisk assessment is still validforthecircumstanceson the day
ofthedive; 

(c) all relevantauthoritiesare awarethat adivingoperationis in 
progress, and allthenecessary permitsandpermissionshave 
been obtained; 

(d) competentdivers havebeen appointed, includingappropriate
standbydivers for media divers andperformers; 

(e) the diving equipmentprovided is appropriateandadequatefor 
the projectand thatit hasbeen examined and inspectedbefore 
the dive and notedinthe diving operationrecord; 

(1) foreseeable emergencies are clearlyunderstood byall those 
engaged in the diving operation.Thiswould normallybe ensured 
bya pre-divebriefingsessionwith all thoseinvolved; 

(g) ifataskrequires the use ofany specialised equipment,allthe 
personnel involved are adequately trainedand awareofany
particular hazards and risksassociatedwith the equipment.
Personnelshould alsobe informedoftherisk assessments ofthe 
operation,andifappropriatehold a certificateof training or 
competency in the specialist equipment; 

(h) the diving operationrecordisaccurate and kept upto date on a 
dailybasisthroughoutthe dive (see Annex 1 foran example ofa 
diving operationrecord). 

95 Thesupervisorshould alsoco-operate with other supervisors 
divingunder other Approved Codes ofPractice. 

Asupervisor may, whilst supervising the divingoperation in respectofwhich heis 
appointed, give such reasonable directionsto any person takingpart in thatoperation 
orwho may affect the safety ofthatoperation as are necessary to enable him to 
comply with regulation 10. 

ACOl' Directions 

96 Astheperson in charge, the supervisor may give reasonable 
instructionsto any persontakingpart in the divingoperation.This 

11 includes performingartists diving withthe dive team. 
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ACOP 97 The supervisorhas authorityover anybody whose actionscould 
affect the safetyofthe diving operation. 

98 The supervisorshould decideuponacommonsystem ofsignals to 
be usedbetween all personnel involvedin the operation,and ensure 
that everyone is familiarwiththissystem.This shouldbedonebefore 
the startofthedivingoperationforwhich he orshe is responsible, and 

11 be recordedinthe diving projectplan. 
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(1) Nopersonshall dive in a divingproject -

(a) unlesshe is competenttocarry outsafely and withoutrisk to health any 
activityhemay reasonably expect to carryoutwhile takingpart in the 

divingproject, 

Competency 

99 In order tobe acompetent'media diver', a diver should have 
gained acertain level ofabilityinusingorhandlingorhaving 
specialistproductionequipmentriggedonhisor herselfwhile he or 
shedives. This equipmentincludessound,lights and cameras.Each 
media divershouldhavereceivedsufficient relevant trainingand 
experience onhow to operate and dive safely with the equipment. 

(1) No divershall dive in a divingproject unless he:-

(a) has, subject to paragraph (2), an approved qualification which is valid 
forany activity he may reasonably expect tocarry outwhile takingpart
in thedivingproject. 

Qualifications 

100 HSEissuesalistofapproveddivingqualifications suitable for 
diving under this Code.Thelistcan be obtainedfrom HSE. Divers 
must hold one ofthese qualifications beforethey can beengaged to 
dive in adivingproject. 

101 Additional competences and qualifications are requiredfor some 
tasks; for example, in order to dive usingmixed gases orrebreathers, 
an appropriatequalification is needed. Diving usingrebreathers 
requiresnot only a qualification in the general understandingofthe 
divetechniquebut an additionalqualification in the specific type of 
rebreather endorsedbythe manufacturer. 

(2) Sub-paragraph(a) ofparagraph (1) shall not apply toadiver who 
dives-

(c) as an actor orperformer takingpart in a live performance orthe 

recordingofaperformance otherthan apersonwhosework normally 
involves work as adiver. 

102 Actors andperformingartists whose main work activity does not 
involve diving, do not need to hold an HSEapprovedqualification. 
However, theymust be competentto perform the taskrequired under 
water. Theyshould not be includedin the dive team andthediving 
projectplan should addresswhat additionalmeasuresmay be needed 
inorder toprotect their health and safety. 

Divers 

Regulation 13 

Regulation 

13(1)(a) 

ACOP 

13(1)(a) 

Regulation 12 

Regulation 

12(1)(a) 

ACOP 

12(1)(a) 

Regulation 

12(2)(c) 

ACOP 

12(2)(c) 
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(3) Everydiverengaged in a divingprojectshall-

(a) maintain a daily recordofhis diving; 

105 Diving logs should includeas aminimum the particulars 
recommendedinAnnex 2 ofthis Code. Theyshould be accurateand 
reflecttheinformationcontainedinthedivingoperationrecord. 

(1) Anycertificate oftraining andany certificate ofmedicalfitness todive 

issued, or having effect as ifissued, under the DivingOperations at Work 

Regulations 1981(a) ("the 1981 Regulations'7 shallhave effect,subjectto any 
conditions orlimitations containedin anysuch certificate, asifitwere, as the case 

may be, anapprovedqualification ora certificate ofmedicalfitness todiveforthe 

purposes ofthese Regulations. 

(a)SI 1981/399 asamendedby SI 1990/996 andSI 1992/608 

106 AllHSE parts certificatesissuedunder the Diving Operationsat 
WorkRegulations 1981 remain legally validand donot haveto be 
exchanged forthe new certificates. 

24 

Regulation 13 

Regulation (2) Everyperson engaged ina diving project shall comply with -

(a) any directions given to him by a supervisorunder regulation11; and 

(b) where theywouldnotconflict with those directions, anyinstructions 

13(2) applicable to him in thedivingproject plan. 

ACOP 103 Everyone involved inthedivingproject,includingperforming 
artists, has a responsibility to co-operatewith the supervisorand to 
followany reasonable directionsandinstructionsthat the supervisor 
gives. 

104 Allthe dive team should thoroughly familiarise themselves with 
the equipmentused inthedivingoperation.This shouldbe done 

13(2) beforethe operationcommences. 

Regulation 12 

Regulation 

12(3)(a) 

ACOP 

12(3)(a) 

Regulation 17 

Regulation 

17(1) 

ACOP 

17(1) 



Regulation 13 

Medical checks 

Regulation 

13(1)(b) 

ACOP 

13(1)b) 

Regulation 12 

Regulation 

12(1)(b) 

ACOP 

(1) Nopersonshall diveina divingproject -

(b) ifheknows ofanything(including any illness or medical condition) 
which makes him unfit todive. 

Fitness 

107 Allpersonsdiving havea responsibility not todiveifbydoingso 
they mightpresent a risk to themselves or others.Theymust inform 
the supervisorimmediately ifthere is any medicalconditionwhich 
preventsthemfrom diving safely or renderingassistance to another 
member ofthedivingteam. Before every dive theymust ensurethat 
they know ofnothingwhich makesthemunfit to dive including: 

(a) any known medicalcondition; 

(b) any effects ofdrugsor alcohol; 

(c) any effect ofmedication whetherprescribedor proprietary; 

(d) any feelingsoftirednessora feeling ofbeing unwell. 

(1) No divershall dive in a divingprojectunless he-

(b) has a valid certificate ofmedicalfitness to dive. 

Medicals 

12(1)(b) 

Regulation 15 

108 All divers atworkmust have avalidcertificateofmedicalfitness 
to dive issued byan HSEmedicalexaminerofdivers.The certificateof 
medicalfitnessto dive is validforup to 12 months and must be 
renewedannuallyifadiver wishes to continuediving at work. 

109 Where an annualmedicalexamination is carriedoutlessthan a 
month beforethe expiry ofthe currentmedicalcertificateto dive, the 
start ofthe newcertificatemaybeginfromthe expiry date ofthe 
currentcertificate. 

Regulation 

15(1) 

ACOP 

15(1) 

(1) A certificate ofmedicalfitness to dive is a certificatefrom amedical 
examiner ofdivers (orfrom the Executivefollowing an appealunderparagraph (4))
thattheperson issuing thecertificate considerstheperson namedinthecertificate to 

befittodive. 

110 The medical examination andassessment look atthediver's 
overall fitness to dive. Theseinclude the main systems ofthe body-
cardiovascular system, respiratorysystem andcentralnervous system -
as well as the ears, nose andthroat, vision, dentition,andthe person's 
capacity for exercise. 
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Regulation 

15(6) 

(6) In this regulation, "medical examinerofdivers"meansa medical 

practitionerwhois, orwhofalls withina class ofmedical practitioners which is, for 
the time being, approved inwriting by the Executiveforthepurposes ofthis 

regulation; andanysuch approvalmay begiven generally or restrictedto anyclass of 
diver or dive. 

111 HSE approvesdoctors to carry out divingmedicalexaminations. 
Alistis available from HSE. Doctors are selected forapprovalbased 
on their traininginunderwatermedicine and their knowledgeof 
diving. This approval is limitedin duration, usuallyforone or two 

years. 

ACOP 

15(6) 
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Annex 1 Particulars to be included in the diving operation
record 
1 Name andaddress ofthe diving contractor. 

2 Date towhich entryrelates and nameofthe supervisor or supervisors (an 
entry mustbe completed daily by each supervisorfor eachdiving 
operation). 

3 Location ofthe diving operation, including the nameofanyvessel from 
which diving is taking place. 

4 Namesofthose taking part inthe diving operation as divers and other 
members ofthe dive team. 

5 Approved Code ofPractice thatapplies to the diving operation. 

6 Purpose of the diving operation. 

7 Breathing apparatus andbreathing mixture usedby eachdiver in the 
divingoperation. 

8 Time atwhich eachdiver leaves atmospheric pressureand returnsto 
atmospheric pressureplus his bottomtime. 

9 Maximum depth which eachdiver reached. 

10 Decompression schedule containing details ofthe pressures (or depths)
andthe durationoftime spent by divers at those pressures (or depths)
duringdecompression. 

11 Any emergencyorincidentof special note which occurred duringthe 
diving operation, including details ofany decompression illness and the 
treatment given. 

12 Details ofthe pre-dive checks of all plantandequipment being used in 
the diving operation. 

13 Anydefectrecordedin the functioning of any plantusedinthe diving 
operation. 

14 Particulars ofanyrelevant environmental factors duringthe diving 
operation. 

15 Anyother factors likely to affect the safetyor healthof anypersons 
engaged in the diving operation. 

16 Name and signature ofthe supervisor completing the record. 

17 Any company stamp should be affixed. 
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Annex 2 Details to be included in the diver's daily record 
(log) 
Details should be printed andinblockcapitals. 

1 Name and signature ofthe diver. 

2 Date to which entry relates. 

3 Name and address ofthe divingcontractor. 

4 Name and signature ofthe supervisor(s)for that dive. 

5 Location of the divingproject, including the nameofanyvessel from 
which diving is taking place. 

6 The maximum depthreachedon eachoccasion. 

7 The time the diver leftthe surface, the bottomtime, and the time the 
diver reached the surface on eachoccasion. 

8 Where the dive includes timespent ina compression chamber, details of 
any time spentoutsidethe chamber at a different pressure. 

9 Breathing apparatus and breathing mixture used bythe diver. 

10 Any decompression schedules followedby the diveron each occasion. 

11 Any work doneby the diver oneachoccasion, and the plant (including 
anytools) used in thatwork. 

12 Any episode ofbarotrauma, discomfort or injury suffered by the diver 
including details ofanydecompression illness andthe treatmentgiven. 

13 Any emergencyor incidentofspecial note whichoccurredduringthe 
diving operation. 

14 Anyother factor relevant to the diver's healthor safety. 

15 Affix company stamp after the daily record has been signed bythe diver 
and supervisor(s). 
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Annex 3 Glossary ofterms and abbreviations 

Buddy 

Abuddyis the termgiven to a dive partnerwho in an emergencysituation 
would be availableto provide assistance to the other diver. 

Competence 

Competence means having a combination of training, knowledgeand 
experience which enables apersonto dothe jobrequiredina safe manner. 

Hazard 

Ahazard is something with the potential to cause harm. This mayinclude 
water, environmental factors, plant, methods of diving andother aspects of 
work organisation. 

Risk 

A risk is the possibilitythat someone or something will beharmedby an 
identified hazard. The extentofthe risk includes the numbers of people who 
might be affected by the risk. 

Surface-orientateddiving 

A divingtechnique in which the diverenters the waterfrom the surface and 
then returnsto the surface aftercompletion ofthe dive, otherthan by means 
ofa closed divingbell. 

AV 

Artificialventilation 

ECC 

External cardiac compression 

HSC 

Healthand SafetyCommission 

HSE 

Healthand SafetyExecutive 

SCUBA 

Self-containedunderwater breathing apparatus 
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Annex 4 Major legislation 

This legislation covers all industries and mayberelevant to diving projects.
Thislist is not exhaustive. 

1 The Health and Safetyat Work etc Act 1974. 

2 ManagementofHealth and Safetyat Work Regulations 1992 require 
employers to carry out risk assessments, make arrangements to 
implement necessary measures, appoint competent people and arrange
forappropriate information and training. 

3 Workplace (Health, Safetyand Welfare) Regulations 1992 cover a wide 
range ofissues suchas ventilation, heating, lighting, seating and welfare 
facilities. 

4 Health andSafety(DisplayScreen Equipment) Regulations 1992 set out 
requirements forwork with visual display units. 

5 PersonalProtective Equipment Regulations 1992 require employers to 
provide appropriate protective clothing andequipment for their 
employees. 

6 Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1992 require that 
equipment provided for use at work including machinery is safe. 

7 ManualHandling Operations Regulations 1992 cover the moving ofobjects 
by hand or bodily force. 

8 Health andSafety (First-Aid) Regulations 1981 cover requirements for first 
aid. 

9 Health andSafetyInformation for Employees (Modifications andRepeals) 
Regulations 1995require employers to display a postertelling employees 
what theyneed to know about healthand safety. 

10 Employers' Liability (Compulsory Insurance)Regulations 1969 require 
employers to takeout insurance to cover their liabilityfor accidents and 
ill healthsustained by theiremployees. 

11 Reporting ofInjuries, Diseases andDangerous OccurrencesRegulations 1995 
require employers to notify certain occupational injuries, diseases and 
dangerous events. 

12 Noise at Work Regulations 1989 require employers to takeactionto 
protectemployeesfrom hearing damage. The Regulationsnow apply
offshore. 

13 Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 require people in control ofelectrical 
systems to ensure theyare safe to use and maintained in a safe condition. 
The Regulationsnow apply offshore. 

14 Control ofSubstances Hazardous to HealthRegulations 1994 require 
employers to assess the risks fromhazardous substances and take 
appropriate precautions. 

15 Chemicals (HazardInformation andPackagingfor Supply) Regulations 1994 
require suppliers to classify, label and package dangerous chemicals and 
provide safety datasheets for them. 
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16 Construction (Design andManagement)Regulations 1994 cover safe 
systems ofwork on construction sites. 

17 The Health andSafety (TrainingforEmployment) Regulations 1990 set out 
howcertain people being trainedfor employment should be treated for 
the purposes ofhealthandsafety law. 

18 CarriageofDangerous Goods (Classfication,PackagingandLabelling) of 
Transportable Pressure ReceptaclesRegulations 1996 regulate the transport
and labelling of pressurised gas cylinders. 

19 ApprovedRequirementsfor Transportable Pressure Receptacles (to be 
implemented in 1998). 
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