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Decontamination of asbestos contaminated plant. 
This memo is produced by HSENI to provide information and guidance to 

duty holders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What needs to be done? 

 
 

a. Plant or machinery which has been used in the removal or disturbance of 

asbestos containing material (ACM), whether deliberate or accidental, is likely to 

be contaminated with asbestos debris and fibres.  Depending on the degree of 

disturbance of the original material, the plant will be contaminated to a greater or 

lesser extent. Before it can be returned to service or the hire company, it must 

be thoroughly decontaminated to a high standard of cleanliness, such that there 

is no subsequent spread of asbestos or any exposure of persons to asbestos 

dust. In addition to obvious gross debris, disturbance of ACMs can produce very 

fine airborne asbestos fibres which can penetrate into the inner parts of the 

machine on air currents and deposit there. 
 

 

b. The plant/vehicle should not be moved outside the contaminated area due to 

the risk of spreading asbestos contamination. Where a vehicle must be moved, 

the justification for this must be recorded in the Method Statement, together with 

steps necessary to prevent the spread of asbestos contamination. 
 

 

c. It is not acceptable merely to power-wash the plant. 
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Establish how much. 
 

 

d. To establish how contaminated a machine is may require the help of an 

accredited analyst, especially if there has been an excessive amount of 

disturbance of the ACM or disturbance of AIB / insulation; breakage or 

degradation/delamination of AC. 
 

 

e.  In any event, the person carrying out the assessment must be competent, 

have appropriate training, personal protective equipment and face-fitted 

respiratory protective equipment (see below).  The risk of fibre release is greater 

if the disturbance was accidental and there were no controls in place. The 

assessment should involve a thorough visual examination with a bright torch, 

looking into trapping spaces, tyres, underneath etc. These should be detailed in 

the survey/risk assessment.  The assessment should begin with the area 

surrounding the plant and, if necessary, an uncontaminated path to the machine 

should be established. 
 

 
 

A risk assessment and plan of work (POW) are required. 
 

f.  A risk assessment should be carried out to establish the requirements for 

preventing the spread of ACM and exposure to asbestos dust during remediation 

and a POW (also known as a method statement) developed to describe how the 

work is to be done safely.  In addition to the surface of the machine, 

consideration should be given to the possibility that asbestos fibres may have 

been drawn into the cab ventilation system and could potentially be emitted when 

the system is in operation.  It may be necessary to erect an enclosure. 
 

 

The risk assessment and POW will establish whether a licensed asbestos 

removal contractor (LARC) will be required to carry out the work.  In general, if 

the contamination consists of ‘licensable materials’ – asbestos insulation board 

(AIB), thermal insulation or limpet, then a LARC will be required.  Also in cases 

where there has been significant degradation of asbestos cement products, such 

as aggressive removal or fire damage, a LARC will be required. 
 
 
 
Carrying out the procedure. 

 

 

g. The persons carrying out the decontamination procedure must be trained at 

least to the appropriate level i.e. trained to work with non-licensable ACM, or, 

trained to work with licensable ACM where the contamination contains licensable 

material. Asbestos awareness training is not sufficient. 
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h. They must wear appropriate protection to avoid being exposed to asbestos 

fibres. This will normally consist of Type 5 disposable coveralls, P3 respiratory 

protective equipment (RPE) and non-laced footwear. 
 

 

i.  They must have Employers Liability Insurance which specifically covers 

working with asbestos containing materials. 
 

 

j.  The area surrounding the vehicle should be delimited by a cordon and hand- 

picked and visually cleared of ACM.  A vacuum cleaner fitted with a HEPA filter 

may be required. 
 

 

k. The exterior of the vehicle is likely to be most contaminated, and should be 

cleaned first. This would involve hand picking all material, ACM and non-ACM 

that is visible, and paying attention to less obvious places such as trapping 

places, tyres and the underside. The collected material should be double 

bagged and disposed of appropriately as asbestos waste. 
 

 

l.  The air intake filters to the engine should be replaced and the contaminated 

filters disposed of as asbestos waste. 
 

 

m. The cleaned vehicle should then be wet-wiped and the rags disposed of as 

asbestos waste. At this point the exterior of the vehicle should be free from 

ACMs. 
 

 

n. Consideration should then be given to the cab. The two probable 

mechanisms whereby asbestos could have penetrated the cab are by being 

carried in on clothing or footwear, or, by transport through the air, either directly 

into the cab through the doors or via the ventilation system. The air intake filters 

should be removed and disposed of as contaminated waste and clean filters 

fitted. Initially, a small capacity NPU unit should be run in the cab with the engine 

and the ventilation switched on. This should have the effect of dislodging and 

removing any fibres from the system and capturing them on the NPU filter. 
 

 

Remediation would then require thorough cleaning of all surfaces, using 

appropriate means e.g. wet wiping or vacuuming (using a class H vacuum 

cleaner) or a combination of both prior to inspection.   Moveable items which 

cannot be cleaned should be disposed of as asbestos waste. 
 

 

Air sampling should be undertaken inside the cab with disturbance and the 

ventilation system running. 
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Certifying. 
 
 

o. The ‘clearance’ of the plant for recommissioning or removal from the site must 

be carried out by a competent person. Where the work involved licensable 

material or degraded AC, and was carried out by a LARC, then the clearance 

should be carried out by an accredited analyst.  A written declaration that the 

plant is free from asbestos contamination should be based on a thorough visual 

inspection of all parts of the machine, including ‘trapping’ places and air sampling 

in the cab if appropriate. 
 

 

p. Assuming that the visual inspection and air test in the cab are satisfactory, the 

pathway across the ground to the site exit should be visually inspected and 

cleared of any ACM.  When this has been completed, the competent person may 

release the plant.  Care should be taken to ensure it does not become re- 

contaminated e.g. by the wheels running over material on the ground. 
 

 

q. Once the plant has been moved, the ground underneath should be assessed 

for contamination and a method of work devised to decontaminate and clear this 

area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE 
 

All work with asbestos needs to be carried out in accordance with the 

requirements of the Control of Asbestos Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 and 

the associated Approved Code of Practice ‘Managing and Working with 

Asbestos’ (L143 second edition) 
 

Further information is available as follows: 
 

 Asbestos essentials http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg210.htm 

 Managing and working with asbestos, Control of Asbestos Regulations 

2012. Approved Code of Practice and guidance 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l143.htm 

 www.hseni.gov.uk 

 www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/ 
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