
 
 

MINUTES OF WISH(NI) STEERING GROUP MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 

13 MAY 2015 AT MCCREATH TAYLOR, FLUSH PARK, LISBURN 

 

 

PRESENT:  Alan Woodside (Chairman) 
Martin Rafferty (HSENI) 

   Paul Colquhoun (McQuillan Companies) 
   Kyle Carrick (HSENI) 
   Jim King (HSENI) 
   Jennifer Stephens (Belfast City Council) 
   Peter Kerr (Causeway Coast and Glens BC) 

Claire McConnell (Alpha Resource Management) 
Anne Coyle (Re-Con Waste Management) 

    
 
APOLOGIES: Gordon Boyd (GB Associates) 

   Peter Johnston (McCreath Taylor) 

   Hazel Irvine (HSENI) 

   Graham McCourt (Antrim and Newtownabbey BC) 

Warren Linstrom (NIEA) 

Oliver Callan (Greenstar) 

Alan McVicker (CIWM) 

 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

AW welcomed all to the meeting including new representation from McQuillan 

Companies. 

 

2. Notification of any other Business 

None 

 

3. Next Steps 

Autumn 2015 SHAD 

Discussion followed on a proposed new SHAD likely in the Autumn. In light of 

earlier feedback on the first event it was not considered necessary to change 

the general format of the SHAD. KC suggested 2 possible venues namely a 

government facility in Omagh and a local hotel in Armagh both of which had 

been explored by members of the sub-group. It was agreed the importance of 

keeping costs to a minimum was important. AW stated that Enniskillen may 

be an appropriate location with greater access to companies in the South of 

Ireland and west of Northern Ireland.   

 



 
 

AW to explore a local educational college in Enniskillen as a possible venue. 

JK to explore the possibility of a local authority hosting the event in the same 

area.  

 

The benefits of holding the event in the autumn were noted namely spreading 

the exposure of WISHNI throughout the year rather than being focussed 

during the month of March as was the case this year for the SHAD and 

Ambassador Awards. 

 

Joint WISHNI / IWISH meeting 

In the absence of Oliver Callan the proposal to hold a future joint meeting with 

IWISH was not discussed at any great length other than noting there was a 

general will to proceed amongst members.  

 

University / College Student Involvement with Ambassador Awards  

AW raised again the possibility of involving college / university students in the 

Ambassador Awards and recognising emerging endeavour amongst students, 

for example through a relevant piece of coursework. The following actions 

were agreed. 

 

PK to liaise with Environmental Health course director to consider future 

involvement of students which may commence with WISHNI providing a brief 

presentation to students of some of the key issues facing the waste industry. 

 

JS to speak with course tutor for Land Use and Environmental Management 

course from which Belfast CC have hosted several students in the past. 

 

WAMITAB Qualification in Anaerobic Digestion 

Reference was made to the proposal by a recently appointed Ambassador to 

facilitate future training for operatives in Anaerobic Digestion plant. It was 

agreed HSENI would make further enquiries with regards to this matter and 

establish contact with WAMITAB representatives with a view to facilitating this 

proposed venture further. 

 

4. Update on HSENI Enforcement Activity 

 JK noted several enforcement notices had been served since the last meeting 

within the waste sector and several investigations were ongoing with a view to  

 

instigating legal proceedings. In addition there was anecdotal evidence to 

suggest some companies were experiencing some difficulty in being awarded 



 
 

tenders due to having received enforcement notices in the past and this was 

now becoming a more prevalent issue within the wider industry.  

 

5. Communication Activity 

JK advised members of several area of recent communication. 

 

- Significant coverage of the recent SHAD and Ambassador Awards was 

noted within the Sustainable Ireland magazine. 

- A press release has been recently issued to the local press following the 

Ambassador Awards with some uptake by local press.  

- An electronic newsletter was recently issued to all companies on the 

mailing list highlighting recent WISHNI events. 

- The Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment was recently in 

attendance at the Ambassador Awards. 

 

KC suggested the possibility of using social media to highlight simple but key 

messages to the industry which could be coordinated further by HSENI. 

Members agreed any increase in awareness would be worthwhile. 

 

AW enquired regarding the possibility of NIFRS giving a presentation to the 

waste industry on for example typical ignition sources and basic control 

measures for waste companies. It was agreed JK would draft a letter to the 

Acting CFO for AW to sign.  

 

6. Update in any other activity by members 
JK noted recent research on the explosive nature of finely divided dust such 
as that from the textile and paper recycling companies. The NIFRS has been 
notified of the explosive nature of the dust as had several companies. 
 

 
7. Any other Business 

KC suggested further discussion on the subject of membership of the forum 
as there appeared to be some confusion as to attendance entitlement. AW 
agreed there would be merit in looking at this subject at a future meeting and 
highlighted any waste company can become involved at the forum level of 
WISHNI and encouraged future attendance at meetings.  

 
8. Date of Next Meeting 

 
Tuesday 1st September 2015, 2.30pm  at offices of Recon Waste 
Management, Derrinraw Road, Portadown, Armagh BT62 1UX. 


